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FEARFUL 


ORE and more, as the war de- 

velops, we have the feeling that 
we are caught in a vast elemental and 
impersonal process over which indi- 
vidual minds and wills have no real 
control. This seems, superficially, 
paradoxical, since more completely 
than at any previous time the organ- 
ized masses of the nations are obedi- 
ent to single leaders: so that one could, 
at any rate, dream of a meeting be- 
tween Mr. Churchill and Herr Hitler 
as a result of which the _ hideous, 
blind, implacable process would be 
stepped at a word. Yet the most op- 
timistic dreamer among us knows that 
this is impossible. 


Nevertheless, if we were asked to 
say why it is impossible, it would not 
be easy to answer. Impossible, per- 
haps, is hardly the right word: incon- 
ceivable is nearer the fact. And/the 
question is: Why is it inconceivable 
that Mr. Churchill and Herr Hitler 
should meet and use the mighty 
powers they seem to wield so that the 
blind impersonal process should be 
stopped and replaced by one in which 
the rational and human powers of man 
were decisive. 


We could suggest a dozen specious 
answers. We might, for instance, say 
that the main economic cause of the 
war—the evasion of the collapse of the 
capitalist economy by war-preparation 
—is one that neither side is prepared 
to abolish; and that therefore to stop 
the war would be even more revolu- 
tionary than to continue it. But that, 
translated on to the plane of our im- 
aginary meeting between Mr. Chur- 
chill and Herr Hitler, means only that 
their discussion would not be simple. 
It would be much more than a matter 
of saying “Let’s stop!” It would be 
a matter of asking one another, in 
great humility and singleness of heart, 
by what means effect could be given 
to the simple desire of men to live 
at peace with one another. They would 
have to commit and dedicate them- 
selves to the task of re-moulding the 
sorry scheme of things entire. 


Indeed, such a meeting would be a 
meeting of men on their knees before 
God. For the immensity of their task 
would be overwhelming. And here, 
perhaps, we come nearer to the true 
answer why such a meeting is incon- 
ceivable. The necessary religious hu- 
mility is lacking—not in the leaders 
particularly—but in the whole of the 
world today. The atmosphere does not 
exist in which such a meeting in such 
a spirit would be natural. 


That is more than strange. At a 
moment when men are the passive vic- 
tims of what seems no less than a 
cosmic upheaval, the sense of deep 
religious awe seems to have deserted 


AN ENCOURAGING 
RISE 


HE contributions for this week 

to the Fighting Fund were 
£46 4s. 10d., making the total 
£1,543 15s. 7d. 

It is still a little below that 
weekly minimum of £50, on which 
my heart is set; but I feel it is 
almost ungracious of me to com- 
plain. Indeed, it would be if this 


were a complaint. It is not. It 
is meant rather as an encourage- 


ment. 
THE EDITOR 


Please make all cheques, POs and money 

ordera payable to Peace News Ltd and 

erossed “a/c Payee’, and address them 

to the Accountant, Peace News, 8 Black- 
stock Road, London, N.A. 


PARADOX | 


t 
them altogether. The catastrophe is | 
so obviously man-made that men can- | 
not feel it as a cosmic catastrophe at | 
all. The thunder and lightning, the | 
plague and pestilence, which formerly | 
came from the unknown, come from 
the known today. The men who beat 
the Spanish Armada were never sure 
whether it was their seamanship or 
God’s storm which prevailed; and they 
decided for God. Efflavit Deus was | 
put on the medal. “God blew.’ But | 
now God does not get a look in. There 
are no cracks in the human habitation | 
for him to peep through. The very | 
air is stuffed tight with radio and pro- | 
paganda; every dimension of human } 
experience is controlled and Taylor- 
lege And God himself is standardized 
to fit. 


So it is that in circumstances which | 
call for the absolute of humility in} 
man, he displays the absolute of pride. | 
The paradox is fearful and so extreme | 
that those who are conscious of it may } 
well feel that calculation is in vain. It 
is the coming of a broken spirit and a 
contrite heart for which we have to| 


wait. 


Commentary 


AS an illuminating sidelight on Sir 
“" Robert Vansittart’s broadcasts, a 
correspondent has sent me a copy of 
the leading article which appeared in 
The Times of Dec. 10, 1870, on the eve 
of the defeat of France by Germany. 


I choose the following extract: 

We believe that Bismarck will take as 
much of Alsace-Lorraine, too, a3 he chooses, 
and that it will be the better for him, the 
better for us, the better for all the world 
save France, and the better in the long 
run for France herself. Through large and 
quiet measures, Count Bismarck is aiming, 
with evident ability, at a single object; 
the well-being of Germany and the world, 
of the ltarge-hearted, peace-loving, enlight- 
ened and honest people of Germany growing 
into one nation; and if Germany becomes 
mistress of the Continent in place of France, 
which is light-hearted, ambitious, quarre!l- 
some, and over-excitable, it will be the most 
momentous event of the present day, and 
all) the world must hope tHat it will soon 
come about. 

Incidentally, I regret to see that a 
Fellow of All Souls, elected as a his- 
torian, has disgraced himself by en- 
thusiastically and gratuitously sup- 
porting Sir Robert’s foolish indictment 


of a nation. 
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Edited by “Observer” 


‘The Times’ on‘Large-Hearted’ Germans 


LJBYA, which Britain now occupies, 
is partly colonized by Italian peas- 
ants settled on the land under a wise 
scheme initiated by the Italian Gov- 
ernment. 1,750 farms have been estab- 
lished. Under the plan, begun in 1938, 
they were to be subsidized for 9 years: 
that is, until 1947. Between the re- 
tirement of the Italian and the advance 
of the British forces, these farms were 
attacked and plundered by the Arabs. 
I am happy to learn from The Times 
(Mar. 3) that not only is the conven- 
tion of war to be respected whereby 
the domestic status quo in an occupied . 
eountry is maintained until the con- 
clusion of peace, but that the obliga- 
tions of the Italian authorities toward 
the settlers, amounting to a subsidy 
of £750,000 a year, are to be shoul- 
dered by the British Government. A 
process of true civilization is thus to 
be furthered by Britain, even though 
it involves perpetuating the Italian 
colonization of Libya—though not, of 


Basement Homes 


by STEPHEN HOBHOUSE 


HEN my parents, in the 
year 1906, inherited from 
an uncle and aunt (known 
as exceptionally kind persons) a 
large and beautifully furnished 
London house in Mayfair, they 
discovered that in the servants’ 
basement beneath the four upper 


storeys the footman had been 
required, in defiance of all laws of 
health and the (unenforced) London 
byelaws, to sleep in a miserable little 
inside room, lit by an open gas jet, 
without any window or ventilation. 
The other servants had small bed- 
rooms on the top floor, but spent the 
day beneath the level of the pave- 
ment. 


There were and are thousands of 
such houses in West London, so built 
to save “the family” an extra flight 
of stairs and to cut off the servants 
from the entrance hall, while bringing 
in a bigger return in the shape of rent 
to the owner. 


In 1913-14, when I first went to Hox- 
ton (Shoreditch), there were, around 
the “respectable” dwellings where we 
lived, scores of basements consisting 
of two or three dingy rooms, often 
bug-infested, with more or less in- 
adequate washing and sanitary ar- 
rangements, and often tenanted by 
families with children. Many of these 
basement-homes were in dark, dilapi- 
dated streets, where, except in the 
glare of midsummer, no ray of sun- 
ishine ever reached the lower floors. 

The West End basements usually 
| have a small court and “tradesmen’s” 
steps separating them from the pave- 
ments. But, incredible as it may 
' seem in this “free” country in the en- 
‘lightened air of the 20th century, in 
many of the East End basements, 
while the back room usually looks on 
to a little dirty yard, the main living 
room, with its one single window, is 
separated from the pavement only by 
'a small bricked-up space about three 
feet across partially covered by bars 
level with the flag-stones on which a 
constant succession of feet passes by. 
And through these bars the dust and 
filth and noise stream continually in, 
with such gleams of light as can be 
provided by the narrow street, with its 
tne houses often four storeys 
igh. 


Many of these horrible places have 
been pulled down, or rather up, since 
1919, but many still exist as homes. 
Until recently, a friend of mine—a 
truly cultured and public spirited man 
(now in the tuberculosis ward of the 
local hospital and not evacuated, as 
he should be)—was living in one of 
them, and he clung to it because of an 
exceptionally tolerant landlord who 
did not mind his epileptic fits. 


WHY THEY EXIST * 


Why have such homes (with other 
equally glaring examples of disgrace- 
ful housing) continued to exist? : 

Principally, because they bring in 
somewhat increased rents to slum 
landlords, and because of the culpable 
ignorance and want of imagination 
and sympathy of all sections of our 
democracy, from the prosperous arti- 
san (who may have recently escaped 
from the same overcrowded. streets 
into 2 healthier district) to the city 
magnate and country gentleman. Most 
of all, because of its historic, mission 
to set forth by word and deed the 
brotherhood of all men in the family 
of God, are we to blame who are 
members of the Church of Christ, for 
not having so acted that such crown- 
ing shames of the system of rents 
and dividends have been proclaimed 
from the housetops until they ceased 
to be in our land. ; 

It was the shattered, disease-pro- 
ducing homes of peace time. which 
should long ago have been visited by 
members of the Royal Family, the 
Cabinet, and the Episcopal Bench, in 
a spirit which would have soon pro- 
duced their demolition, without the 
aid of German bombs... . 


IRONY OF FATE 


Now, in the year of our Lord, 1941, 
a letter has come from a cousin of 
mine in her West End home: “I write 
to you from a mattress on the stone 
floor of a cellar. It is difficult to write 
or think when the terrors of war are 
brought quite close. There go the 
bombs!” (Actually, some days later, 
a house only a few doors off was com- 
pletely destroyed.) “ 

Part of this cellar-basement is now 
given up to a_ canteen for ARP 
workers engaged in fighting the flames 
that are devouring many of these tall 
West End houses, where the family, 


if they have not fled to alternative 
homes in the country, have to take 
refuge in the servants’ basements as 
the only relatively safe place. We, 
who have driven many of our brothers 
underground, can only continue to live 
securely in the hitherto favoured por- 
tions of our city if we ourselves take 
refuge underground. A strange, ironi- 
cal revolution in the wheel of human 
destiny! k 


SANGUINARY CAREER 


Richard Cobden once wrote to his 
Quaker friend, Joseph Sturge, that, if 
you looked back at our imperial 
career (especially between 1820 and 
1850), “you will find that we have 
been incomparably the most san- 
guinary nation on earth — there is 
hardly a country, however remate, in 
which we have not been waging war 
or dictating terms at the point of the 
bayonet’. When protesting against 
the slaughter of Chinese by British 
bombardments in one of the least jus- 
tifiable of these “little’’ wars, Cobden 
prophesied that, by the operation of 
the moral law observable in world 
history and by a turning inward of 
the same aggressive spirit, widespread 
civil discord and bloodshed would some 
day take place on the soil of England. 


This prophecy has not yet been ex- 
actly fulfilled, and it may yet be 
averted by a speedy and radical change 
of heart in the nation. But we all 
know what terrible things are now 
happening daily in this island, inviol- 
able to the invader for so many cen- 
turies—horrors such as many Chris- 
tians, deeply conscious of the sins of 
the nation and of its rulers against 
its own weaker members as well as 
against other nations, describe as the 
“judgment” of a righteous God—or, 
shall we say, the unravelling of the 
consequences of corporate sin by the 
workings of a universal moral law. 

“Because ye have sold the righteous 
for silver, and forasmuchas ye trample 
upon the poor and take exactions from 
him of wheat, and because ye have 
despised my law and followed after 
lies,” cried the prophet Amos, “behold, 
ye shall not dwell in the pleasant 
houses and vineyards that ye have 
made for yourselves, saith thé Lord, 
and I will send a fire upon Judah and 
W shall devour the palaces of Jerusa- 
em. 
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course, the Italian sovereignty over 
Libya. 


New Political Movement 


HE new political movement which, a few 

weeks back, I descried emerging. or rather 
fermenting, from a combination of Priestley 
and Acland, Gollancz and Strachey, with Hul- 
ton of Picture Post for its press-lord, has 
found its pamphleteer in George Orwell. His 
The Lion and the Unicorn, (Secker and War- 
burg, 2s.) is a first-class piece of work, though 
pacifists who read it, as I hope they will, 
will probably be cross with me for saying so. 
But I am speaking merely ag a connoisseur 
of pamphlets. Orwell's view of pacifism is 
shallow and silly; but I judge first-class the 
writing, which has the true slapdash political 
gusto; first-class the introductory chapters de- 
scribing the real England. 

In the abstract, too, I have nothing what- 
ever against the political programme, which 
is 100 per cent. Sucialism plus a faith in 
the British genius for compromise to take 
off the raw edges. But how on earth Orwell 
has managed to persuade himself that even 
the foundations of this will be laid in 
war-time without splitting the country from 
top to bottom, I do not understand. 


Optimistic Prophet 


RUE, he even has hopes of a General Elec- 
tion while the war is going on; so that 
he ig a considerable optimist. But I think 
there ig more substance in this prophecy: 
Within a year, perhaps even within six 
months, if we are still uncaonquered, we 
shall see the rise of something which has 
never existed before, a specifically English 
socialist movement. 

But that it will be powerful enough to do 
the job, I simply cannot believe. Orwell ob- 
viously has great hopes of Picture Post, and 
he even names the day of its first publication 
ag the day ‘‘on which the old distinction be 
tween Right and Left broke down”. Picture 
Post is significant, no doubt, but it will have 
to move very guickly indeed to catch up to 
Orwel!l’s programme in a year, or even two, 
ut the rate it is going. Even its special New 
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Britain number was distinctly superficial. 


The New Movement’s Enemy 


Ate think of the strength of the enemy. 
There is a singularly instructive example 
of his attitude and activities at the annual 
meeting of the Chamber of Shipping of the 
United Kingdom on Feb. 27. Lord Rother- 
wick was elected President. (He would cer- 
tainly be more familiar under his maiden 
name, if only I knew it. I do. I have looked 


it up. Major Cayzer, of the Clan Line.) Here 
are crucial passages from his presidential 
speech. 


While the private owner was losing ship 
after ship, the only tonnage which was be 
ing replaced was Government tonnage, and 
the only new building was Government build- 
ing. Until it was made clear that 
the Government did not intend to run these 
Government ships in competition with pri- 
vate ownership, and that, on the contrary, 
they would be prepared to dispose of them 
to owners, it was impossible for British 
owners to frarge their policy for the future. 
There might be some who regarded Govern- 
ment control of the shipping industry as 
desirable or inevitable, but he declared it 
would be a sorry thing indeed if, at the 
end of this great struggle, we discovered 
that we had only fought the war to be 
entrapped by the very principles against 
which we were fighting. When the war 
was over, the Government would have to 
face the problem of strengthening and main- 
taining British shipping against subsidized 
foreign competition, and would have to give 
much more far-reaching and substantial sup- 
port than hitherto. 


Britain’s War-Aim? 
T is not ofter that the mind of British 


business reveals itself with such candour. 
According to it, Britain is fighting this war 


against Socialism, and will have succumbed 
to Hitler's principles if it nationalizes its 
shipping industry. In order to achieve its 


true war-aims, Britain must make over all 
Government shipping to private owners, and 
then subsidize them heavily. . 

And what goes for Lord Rotherwick goes 


° ° 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


also, I doubt not, for other captains of in- 


dustry. 
ig to be used to put private ownership in 


The wealth and power of the State 


contro] of the nation’s industry and keep it 


there. 
for. 


Hitler's propaganda department, this ig one. 


Shipping Mismanagement 


APPARENTLY, what the Evening Stand- 
4 ard said is true, and there has been dis- 
graceful mismanagement of our shipping ton- 
nage, at any rate in the docks. For Mr. Bevin, 


And that is what Britain is fighting 
If ever there were a present to Herr 


in announcing that all the dock-workers in the 


Lancashire ports would become the direct em- 
ployees of the Ministry of Transport, declared 
that by the new scheme “‘they uimed at a 
40 per cent. quicker turn-round. which waa 
easily attainable if everyone pulled his weight.” 
A 40 per cent. margin of slack is tremend- 
ous, and since it is to be taken up by requir- 
ing the men to do 11 turns a week (that is, 
44 hours, which is only a 5jday week of eight- 
hour days), it really does look as though some- 
thing had been sadly wrong. It has of course 
to be remembered that the dock labourer has 
no regular hours, and may be called upon at 
any hour of the day or night. Significantly, 
Mr. Bevin said there are difficulties in the 
way of extending the scheme to the Clyde. 


His Obedient Servant? 


T waa notable that even the Sunday Times 

(March 2), in the person of ‘‘Atticus,” was 
restive about the treatment of the House of 
Commons by the Prime Minister over the 
‘Macdonald Bill.” 

A Tory MP, with a somewhat glassy eye, 
expressed his feelings to me about the epi- 
sode in words which deserve recording. “It’s 
like being married to a wife,” he said, ‘‘that 
you treat decently and loyally and never 
give her any cause for complaint; and then 
one day you say you don‘t like her hat, and 
she says that if you don’t change your mind 
about the hat she'll consider it grounds for 
divorce.” 

That, from such a true-blue Tory quarter, 
confirms the New Statesman’s observation that 
“members are wondering how long it will be 
before the House of Commons becomes the ser- 


HIS is the concluding article of a 
special series (which began in our 


February 21 issue) by the Editor 


JOIN MIDDLETON MURRY 


-_ . 
We have supposed an economic 
union of the nations of Europe under 
the technical guidance of Germany. 
War-time prejudice prevents us from 
recognizing how great has been the 
economic achievement of Germany un- 
der National Socialism. As Julius 
Stresemann says, in the _Carnegie 
essay to which I have previously re- 
ferred, “The fact that most of Ger- 
many’s effort went into rearmament 
and therefore was not enjoyed by the 
German people only goes tou show how 


really prosperous Germany would 
have been if her efforts had been 
directed toward the production of 


goods other than armaments”. ; But as 
the war goes on and we are increas- 
ingly compelled to adopt the German 
pattern we may be compelled also to 
admit that Germany has been a plo- 
neer. She has broken through the 
economic stagnation of Europe. 

Our difficulty in recognizing this is 
mainly a moral one: and it is a 
real difficulty. Germany's economic 
achievement is .based on organization 
for a new kind of war. That seems 
horrible to us, because we forget that 
we could devise nothing better ours 
selves. Since we would ourselves ad- 
mit no other method of large-scale 
political change than war—it was our 
sole excuse for clinging to the German 
colonies—we ought not to be surprised 
that Germany chose to link her econo- 
mic achievement with war-prepara- 
tion. Actually, she had no alternative. 
Anything else would have been called 
and would have been Communism. 


The sober-minded man will therefore 
leave the war out of it, remembering 
that war is at present the sole an- 
proved method of malor change. He 
will disregard the method, and regard 
the change. ‘‘War settles nothing’, 
is true enough; but war changes—and 
ehanges for good—a great many 
things. Only if that is recognized is 
there any chance of the peace that 
does settle things. 

This war is a revelation of the_re- 
velutionary power of Germany. Bri- 
tain is being compelled to follow the 
German economic lead” In all prob- 
ability the revolutionary power of Ger- 
many will be felt even as far away 
as the USA. That remaining strong- 


hold of individualist democracy will 
probably be compelled to go National 
Socialist. 


THE REAL QUESTION 


A force of this nature must be rec- 
koned with soberly. The mind which 
would dismiss it_as “evil” inhabits a 
dream-world. The real question is: 
How can this force—this essentially 
creative force — be directed into the 
ways of peace? 1 

The substance of the answer is 
simple: By allowing it to do the work 
for which it is eminently fitted— 
namely, to undertake the re-organiza- 
tion of Europe into an economic unity. 
li you do not give the German genius 
and the German strength a job com- 
mensurate with its powers, it will pull 
the world about your ears, over and 
over again. 

“But how,” it will be said, “can we 
agree to this? This is what Germany 
wants to do. To let her do it is to 
surrender to Germany.” That will be 
the reaction of the majority of high- 
minded and intelligent Britons, whose 
memories are short, and who will not 
recognize that our actions left the 
creative power of Germany no other 
way of breaking through the fetters 
which we imposed upon her. 

Nevertheless, the reaction is foolish: 
for it is essential to recognize the in- 
evitability, or the historical necessity, 
of much that has happened: the revo- 
lutionary re-organization of Germany 
into a new instrument of power and 
productivity, and therewith into a new 
capacity for organizing Europe. We 
are talled upon to recognize that it 
would be futile and impracticable to 
attempt to destroy that power; and 
only when we have admitted that, can 
we direct our minds to the crucial 
problem: How to ensure that Ger- 
many’s capacity for organizing 
Europe is exercised, not tyrannously, 
but beneficently — to the mutual ad- 
vantage of the peoples of Europe? 


THE BIG “IF” 


As I have said, Britain and the USA 
(provided Britain averts complete de- 
feat) will possess a mighty counter, 
in their sea-power, to the land-power 
of Germany. The exercise of their 
sea-power alone might enable them to 
determine the mode in which Germany 


shall undertake the economic re- 
organization of Europe. Britain and 
the USA have only to say “We will 
collaborate, if...” 

But what is the “if” clause to con- 
tain? To provide the answer to that 
question is the real problem before the 
political imagination of the whole 
world today. The fact that it is not 
present to many minds makes no dif- 
ference. That is the problem, though 


the chances of its being brought to, 


consciousness are not at the moment 
rosy. 

The very notion that Europe should 
become an economic unity probably 
scares our statesmen to death, and 
is pretty alarming even to the states- 
men of the USA. For the economic 
bargaining power of an economically 
united Europe, under the technical 
guidance of Germany, would be colos- 
sal. The standard of living that such 
a union would quickly attain would 
stagger even the Americans. It is well 
on the cards, therefore, that the 
dominant interests both in Britain and 
USA would prefer European anarchy. 
It can always be given the plausible 
name of democracy. 

But perhaps it can’t—not always. 
The idea of democracy will be pretty 
well fly-blown after it has hung in the 
streamlined shambles of this war. Con- 
trolled economies will be everywhere; 
and the chances of decontrolling them 


remote. Therefore, although it is mili- 


taurily possible that British and Ameri- | 


can sea-power may be exerted in unl- 
son till European anarchy is assuved, 
the upshot will be that we shall have 
nothing to give Europe instead except 
a repetition of the very thing from 
which we have “liberated” her. 


A CREATIVE FORCE 


Thus—still at the military level— 
the essence of creative policy is that 
British-American sea-power shall not 
be used in this unimaginative and de- 
structive fashion. It must be used in- 
stead, creatively: as a basis of negotia- 
tion—as a means, a powerful means, 
of assuring that Germany undertakes 
her rightful task of organizing Europe 
in a humane and decent spirit, in open 
adherence to certain basic principles 

principles much more resembling 
Mr. H. G. Wells’s charter of the 
“rights of man” than abstract prin- 
ciples of “democracy.” or “Federal 
Union,” or what not. 

So we are led back to our fundamen- 
tal question: What shall be the con- 
tent of the If clause in: “We will col- 
laborate, if ...’’ I repeat, this ques- 
tion is crucial. It is another form ol 
the question that should already be 
exercising the mind of every conscious 


\ 


vant of the Prime Minister instead of being 
his master.” 


An Astounding Doctrine 


A LTHOUGH the Prime Minister's conelud- 
+ ing speech in the debate was brilliant, Mr. 
Aneurin Bevan was quite right in describing 
as “‘astounding” the doctrine he finally put for- 
ward: that the dignity of membership of Par- 
liament was being re-enhanced, after a period 
of democratic eclipse, by the employment of 
membery in the Services. “Altogether,” he said, 
“there was a phase in which Membera of Par- 
liament were thought to be rather a Poor lot. 
That period is over. This White Paper is a 
proof that it is over. What is this White 
Paper? I say it is a roll of honour.” The 
White Paper being the list of Members hold- 
ing places of profit under the Crown. 

I do not for one moment suspect the Prime 
Minister's policy of “raising and sustaining 
the dignity of Members of Parliament in every 
possible manner” is deliberate and Machiavel- 
Nan; but it should be obvious that, by raising 
the dignity of Parliament in this fashion, it 
ig effectively debased: because the underlying 
assumption is that the dignity of a servant 
of the Crown is inherently superior to that 
of _a Member of Parliament. That is devas- 
tating to the British constitutional tradition. 


A New Ireland? 
CORRESPONDENT 


fA jana writes: 

“I do wish I could get over to 
again for the National Council sliheede es 
I’m afraid it's quite impossible. But perhaps 
before long there may be quite a lot of work 
to be done here, if the invasion of Eire is 
really a possibility. I believe, however, that 
if Hire is not invaded, something quite signific- 
ant may happen there. The people are, I 
think, pretty united in their desire to keep 
neutral. They will have to suffer for their 
neutrality, for it is not like America's, which 
brings profits. 

“If the people can work toward areal 
sharing of the astraitened resources of the 
country, a new Ireland may emerge with a 


from Northern Ire- 


; new social consciousness, which might indeed 


lead Europe; for the Irish with all their 
faults have the gift of community. And after 
all, once, when Armagh was a European centre 
of learning, Englishmen came there to study 
and were supplied free with books! And once 
Ireland use to send her Christian missionaries 
abroad to Europe. And Scotland was evange- 


lized from Derry by a Co. Donegal man. 
St. Columba.” 


B.B.C. and Pacifism 


PERSONALLY, in disagreement with a re- 

cent distinguished contributor, am glad to 
record that the Chairman of the Anglican 
Pacifist Fellowship has written on behalf of 
the Fellowship to the Archbishop of York 
thanking him for his recent letter to the BBC 
asking them to lift their ban on _ pacifist 
preachers, provided they do no urge pacifism 
in their sermons. ‘There is something to be 
said on both sides; but my own definite feel- 
ing is that it is unreasonable to expect that 
the BBC should broadcast pucifiet sermons at 
the present time. 


Agricultural Policy 


VALUABLE correspondence has been ap- 
4A pearing in the Sunday Times on the sub- 
ject of foot-and-mouth disease. It seems to 
be clearly established that the present proce- 
dure of wholesale slaughtering of infected 
herds is a measure not merely inappropriate to 
the present national emergency, but highly 
questionable at any time. Not a single one of 
the many authorities contributing to the dis- 
cussion has defended the method of massacre. 

The discussion shows pretty plainly the arti- 
ficiality of the standards which have come to 
rule British agriculture. ‘The object of the 
policy of masgacre has been to guarantee a 
clean bill of health for our pedigree stock for 
export. There hag been no thought of the 
welfare of our agriculture as a source of na- 
tional health and well-being. Morcover, the 
evidence appears to be that when the soil is 
in a healthy condition--rich in hnmus—-foot- 
and-mouth disease is u minor affliction which 
clears itself up quickly. 

The moral is that when the balance of 
that exquisite second nature, that perfection 
of civilization, which is “high farming" is 
disturbed, barbarism breaks in. 


The particulars of John Barclay's arrest and 
subsequent remands are as follows: Arrested, 
Feb. 14; remanded in custody, Walton Gaol. 
Feb. 15-21: remanded on bail, Feb. 21-28; fur- 
ther remand, Feb. 28-Mar. 7; hearing at Liver- 


pool Police Court today (Friday) at 10.30 a.m. 
Messrs. W. H. Thompson, Hubert Perrett 
(solicitors) and John Platts Miils (barrister) 
are defending John Barelay. 


guards of the rights of the individual 
can be introduced into a system of 
National Socialism?” Let us make 
no mistake. National Socialism is 
coming here: many Americans think 
it is come already. 

Day by day we are determining— 
all unconsciously—what real content 
can be put into that If clause. What 
liberty our political system, in con- 
crete reality, contains at the moment 
when it is finally apparent that Ger- 
many cannot conquer these islands: 
what liberty the American political 
system contains at the moment it is 
finally apparent that British-American 
sea-power cannot be overthrown — is 
precisely the measure of liberty that 
we may be able to insert into the If 


British citizen: “What possible safe-clause of-our peace. 
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*““Render Unto 
Caesar’”’ 


MPuIs is a favourite text with the 
anti-pacifist; but has he ever 
stopped to examine it? 


Who was Caesar? A foreign con- 
queror, just like Hitler. Jesus was 
asked if it was right to pay tribute 
to Caesar. Did he say Yes? This 
is the common interpretation, but is 
it the right one? All he did say 
was, “Render to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar's.” Exactly so, 
but he still leaves us to decide what 
things are Caesar’s and what are 
not. Did Palestine belong to Caesar, 
because he conquered it? Would 
not Jesus say that it is equally 
wrong to steal a cow or a country? 
Would he not apply this equally to 
Norway and to India? 


But if the gunmen are right, and the 
answer was Yes, are they not even 
then caught in their own trap? For 
one thing is certain, and that is that 
Jesus definitely refused to egg on 
his hearers to fight against Rome, 
and if their interpretation is cor- 
rect, he even advised his hearers to 
pay the Roman tax. If Hitler con- 
quered England, would our anti- 
pacifists urge us to pay the Hitler 


tax? 
G. T,. PEET 


CIVILIZATION 


{rROM the appearance of a fruit 
" tree (if it has been well grafted, 
trained and pruned) or from that of 
a cup and saucer (if these have been 
made well out of good materials) or 
from the behaviour toward us of some 
disinterested stranger (if this be 
courteous and helpful)—from any of 
these or similar things we can judge 
the nearness to us, in space and time, 
of civilization: for such things are 
the ordinary, necessary, and valued 
repositories of the spirit of civiliza- 
tion. 

It is sad to reflect that all such 
things, such repositories, are easily 
destructible. A year or two of neglect, 
a stray missile—and they are gone. 
Besides, they are, by their own nature, 
perishable: they need constant replac- 
ing. So the spirit of civilization must 
constantly make itself manifest, not 
only in the protection of good things 
which we inherit from the past, but 
in the production of new, equally good 
things. And in order to do this the 
spirit must be vigorous, self-conscious 
and doggedly persevering: for al- 
though the fruit tree, the cup and 
saucer, the polite stranger come easily 
to destruction, they did not assume 
their present grace either easily or 
quickly: they could not assume it until 
the skills of gardener, potter, teacher, 
had accumulated for generations, the 
father’s knowledge being passed on to, 
and increased by, the son. 

When we think along these lines 
we realize that the spirit of civiliza- 
tion cannot afford to take a holiday, 
and that we cannot afford to give up, 
even for a few years, our absorption 
in living. While we are not tending, 
or trying to increase, our heritage, 
we are losing it: not only is it erumb- 
ling away, but we are in great danger 
of becoming estranged from it. When 
we turn to it again after our truancy 
we may not be able to read its mes- 
sage, still less to continue that mes- 
sage from the point where it ends. 

J. R. WHEELER 


The totalitarian idea is still served by will- 
ing men, who know the meaning of freedom; 
tut their grandchildren will know only totali- 
tarian discipline. And then the best of your 
people will begin to look on us with envy. 
Yes. even thoush we be disarmed ond van- 
quished. And this ia not a mere supposition. 
dear Mr. Hitler. For remember that al- 
thaugh you are justly proud of your soldiers 
today, you will have nothing but job-working 
mercenaries tomorrow. There will be no place 
far warriors in your obscene and sordid war 
of world conquest. [It will debase the con- 
science of all who participate, and will be 
a school of degradation instead of herotam., 
but as for consciences, you think no doubt 
that the Church will always be ready to 
absolve and condone? You are wrong. Soon- 
er or later the Church will make a stand 
and say, “No further’ to your technicians 
and poison-chemiats. And Christianity will 
rally to her call, From your own German 
flands) and from our French fields, where 
freedora is in the very soil, Christianity will 
ca-arise. The new and long awaited chivalry 
will tame the machine-madnesa as the old 
chivalry tamed the barbarian; and its sced 
as before. will spring from the blood of 
countless martyra.—@eorges Bernanosa 


PEACE NEWS 


The Church 


World Chaos and the Only Way Out. 
By G. N. Robbins. (Cornish Bros., 
Ltd., Birmingham. 


HOULD the Church take part 
in politics, and, if so, 
in what manner and to what 


extent? 

These are issues of which 80 fer 
cent. in the Christian Church fight shy 
today. To that 80 per cent. the 
pamphlet under review offers a ring- 
ing challenge. It presents the finest 
statement of the case for the practical, 
including the political, application of 
Christian truth I have seen, a state- 
ment which I think is unanswerable, 
and which every Christian should face. 

The author maintains that the world 
is perishing for want of the applica- 
tion of Christian truth to the material 
things which form the basis of most 
human relationships, and that to shirk 
responsibility for such application is 
to betray the soul of Christ’s gospel. 
He complains that Christians express 
belief in certain principles and then 
leave the making and- application of 
programmes to bodies which do not 
share their social vision, their belief 
in the realization of the Kingdom of 
God on earth. He contends that “the 
function of the Church is the complete 
salvation of the world”; that man is 
a creature of relationships, and that 
Christianity must be concerned with 
all those relationships, and not with a 
convenient selection of them. 


And Politics 


Mr. Robbins shatters the arguments 
of the exclusivists by insisting on the 
“spiritual materialism” of Chris- 
tianity, and that Christ’s concern for 
man’s material welfare and relation- 
ships was an integral factor in his 
gospel. “The word was made flesh, 
and works through flesh.” Hence, 
“There is a basic materialistic side to 
all life on the earth, and any moral 
and spiritual exposition which ignores 
it or even treats it as of little import- 
ance is sure to be ineffective. .. .” 

Again: “Christ came to establish 
right relationships in human affairs 
as being consonant with eternal 
realities.” 

But how is this to be done, since 
no political party seeks to give ex- 
pression to Christian truth as a com- 
plete unity? Mr. Robbins supplies 
this answer: “If the objects of right 
political activity are an organic part 
of Christian conception, we need a 
Christian organization to give them 
their best expression.” 

He then proceeds to outline what 
should be done. If Christians will be- 
stir themselves to unite to meet a war 
situation, why, he asks, do they de- 
cline to unite to remove the causes of 
war? Can the Church answer that 
question? 

I strongly recommend this pamph- 
let to all Christians. Its challenge is 
timely and must be faced. It can be 
had at PPU Headquarters. 

W. W. 
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FRIENDS OF LIBERTY 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


THE basis of the Peace Pledge 
_ Union is the following pledge 
which is signed by each member: 
1 RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 
The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained, is: 
PPU HEADQUARTERS, 
Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh St.. W.C.1. 


JN the history books of 1999 will be 

found the record of events now 
taking place. Only time can reveal 
the full significance of the pacifist 
stand. We must leave it to our child- 
ren to praise or blame. The question 
put to us in 1916 from all hoardings 
—‘What did YOU do in the Great 
War, Daddy?” is being answered by 
pacifists today. It may be that the 
new generation will not be satisfied 
with a purely academic answer. They 
have every right to expect that some 
practical attempt be made to mould 
the shape within which they will have 
to grow. 


No longer can we shelve our re- 
sponsibilities. The time has come 
when, as imaginative men and women, 
we are fully aware and must act in 
defence of liberty. The freedom which 
was our accepted birthright must be 
handed on. Liberty can only be pre- 
served by exercise, and any attempt 
to suppress free criticism within a de- 
mocraey must result in the steady de- 
cline and finally the death of liberty. 
There is in this country a_well- 
organized and devoted group who are 
determined to safeguard, as far as 
possible, the civil liberties practised 
by all progressive people. The Na- 
tional Council for Civil Liberties 
(37 Great James Street, W.C.1) is 
constantly coming to the aid of paci- 
fists, and, by their legal knowledge 
and the educating of public opinion, 
often prevents further loss of civil 


rights. 


It is up to the pacifist to challenge 
the right of a democratic government 
to act in direct opposition to its de- 
clared constitution, and, wherever this 
challenge is taken up, to call for the 
help and co-operation of non-pacifist 
liberty-lovers. We are pioneers in the 
building of a free world. We do not 
believe that this free world can he 
built by violence and hate; we are 
not the only pioneers. however, and 
others who share our ideals, but differ 
as to methods, are our comrades and 
should be our friends. The practice 


of non-violence is not limited to the 
overcoming of enmity abroad. It must 


be used to cement the friendship that | 


should exist at home. The death of 
one soldier is a loss to the future, but 
the making of a friend is a victory 
which makes the future new world 
certain. 


GROUP ACTIVITIES 


Bexleyheath.—An attempt is being made to 
re-organize and consolidate this area. It was 
at one time a flourishing and vigorous centre, 
but, owing largely to evacuation and war dis- 
turbances, has almost ceased to function. Mr. 


E. Donovan Walton, however, is acting as the | 


new secretary and is anxious to get in per- 
sonal touch with all members in the district. 
If you are one of these, please write to him 
at 10 Jenton Avenue, Bexleyheath, Kent. 
Sutton and Cheam.—This group has just pub- 
lished its first bulletin, and the activities 


PEACE POSSIBILITIES 
CONFERENCE 


Friends House, Euston Road, 
London, N.W.1. 
Saturday, March 22, at 2.30 p.m. 
Introductory speakers will be: Miss 


Naomi Jacob, Miss Mary Gamble, 
Mrs. Grindley, Mrs. Nan McMillan, 
Dr. Kathleen Rutherford, Madame 
Ambrosova (of Prague), Miss Par- 
vati Kumaramangalam (of India). 


Chairman: Miss Sybil Morrison. 


Women delegates should bring with 
them a slip on which their name 
and address and the group or or- 
ganization to which they belong are 
clearly written. Tickets for dele- 
gates will not be issued. The dele- 
gate’s fee of 1s. will be payable at 
the door. 


Admission by leaflet. A leaflet is now 
ready, setting out the purpose of the 
conference, which will admit the 
bearer. These are for non-delegates 
and should be given only to those 
genuinely interested. They are 
available for men as well as women. 
Only delegates will be allowed to 
join in the general discussion. 


“PEACE F Section 


* * * 


Madame Ambrosova, the Czecho- 
slovakian speaker, is an enthusiastic 
and eager young woman who still be- 
lieves that human beings, whatever 
their nationality, are more or less the 
same the world over. Miss Parvati 
Kumaramangalam is a young Indian 
student, and we shall-look forward to 
hearing her point of view. Mrs. Nan 
McMillan is the President of the Na- 
j tional Union of Women Teachers, but 
she will not be speaking in her official 
capacity. 


COMPULSORY REGISTRATION 


The Women’s Committee have been 
working on this important issue for 
some considerable time. We have been 
in contact with women MPs, pacifist 
MPs, and some others, and with the 
consultative bodies which are assisting 
{to draw up the regulations, endeavour- 
ing to ensure that a “conscience” 
; clause will be included in the new re- 
i gulations. Directly these are known, 
a leaflet or statement of an explana- 
tory nature will be got out for the 
assistance of our members. 

SYBIL MORRISON 


“Tet there be 


No more 


, 


listed for the next two months make good ; 


reading. Meetings are held every Thursday 
(7.30 p.m.) and Sunday (3 p.m.) at 77 St. 
James Road, Sutton. Speakers, music and 
poetry readings, aa well as group discussions 
are al! part of the regular programme, be- 
sideg which there is a growing library, an 
allotment, and work on the mobile canteen 
(three evenings a week). All pacifists within 
the Sutton district should get in touch at 
once with Dorothy Vickers, 77 St. Jamea Road, 
Sutton. 

London Area Mecting.—At the London Area 
Meeting on Sunday, Donald Port was ap- 
pointed full-time organizer for the area. The 
area office is situated on the ground floor of 
8 Endsleigh Gardena (entrance in Endsleigh 
Strect). Donald Port fs anxious to get in 
touch with London group members and will 
welcome invitations to visit groups. I believe 
that he will be able to do much to stimulate 
and co-ordinate the work of the PPU in 
London. He must have your help. 

Richmond and District (PPU and FCO).— 
The programme of this group is stil) very 
full, and meetings are held at 57 Larkfleld 
Road, on Sunday afternoons at 3 p.m. Among 
the arrangementa for March is a visit by John 
Cowling of Peace News (Mar. 9) and a 
speakers’ class discussing The Betrayal of 
Christ by the Churches, by John Middleton 
Murry (Mar. 28). The Annual General Meet- 
ing of the group will take place on March 29 
at 3 p.m. iu the Labour Club, 67 Church Road. 
The guest speaker for the afternoon will be 
Alan Skinner, and it is hoped that new and 
old members of the PPU and FCO will make 
certain to come to this mecting. The group’s 
continued success depends on the enthusiasm 
and activity of individual members. AlIl fur- 
ther details and information from John Nicol, 
57 Larkfield Road, Richmond. 

Universities.—-With a view to the formation 
of a University Pacifist Federation, the secre 
taries of pacifist societies in the universities 
are invited to get into touch with Arthur R. 
Lewis, St. Edmund Hal), Oxford. 

Beckenham.—On the occasion of the, local 
War Weapons Week, all signatories in the 
district received a letter from the groun trea- 
surer in which he sald: ‘‘Many people are 
making real sacrifices in one way or another 
to help the war effort and it should be no 
less important for pacifists to do everything 
they can to finance work for peace. As you 
will undoubtedly want to do something as a 
caunterblast to the local efforts, we commend 
the following organizationg and schemes 
among which you should have no difficulty in 
finding one worthy of your pcends, shillings 
or pence... .” 


Flowers” 


DET there be no more flowers, lest 

any man should pluck them on a 
woman’s birthday and she, forgetful 
of the evil of the time, should dream 
another thought than war. 

Let there be no more homes where 
give and take were learnt in every de- 
tail, where greed and anger, jealousy 
and pride were tempered, where a 
child has grown brotherly to speak 
and act with charity, his defiance dis- 
ciplined to reason, his will kindly made 
calm; homes where little things made 
memories—bright china, white beds, 
windows wide at dawn, blue smoke up- 
coiling from the household fires, 
lamps adjusted so to shine for hands 
that made music, pies crusted lightly 
brown like brown egg-shell, a strip of 
carpet where a child first stood upright 
between two chairs. 

For if these things be, some woman 
somewhere will say there was another 
way than war to deal with men, and 
governors and kings will not convince 


MARGARET L. BROOKS 
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Our Freedom 


Depends on You 


By John W. Cowling 


URING the past few weeks the 
pamphlet Black Record—a reprint 


Notes | 


To Serve (CONDITIONALLY) | 


| LETTERS tothe EDITOR | 


qs it not time the “‘absolutist” bogey 
was laid? In Peace News, Feb. 21, 


|R. W. Harris says that the question 


that faces pacifists today is, “To serve 
or not to serve?” Is it true, I won- 


of Sir Robert Vansittart’s broadcast | der, that there are many pacifists who, 


indictment of the German people—has | 
been prominently displayed on book- | 
stalls at railway stations and else- 
where. But Peace News is not now 


handled by those bookstalls — and 
Peace News has recently published 
two articles answering Sir Robert’s 
case, 

In one sense this question of whe- 
ther or not the bookstalls will handle 
a certain publication is a technical one | 
of distribution; but in another way it | 
goes deeper. In this and other ways 
a minority point of view is denied 
facilities available to the Government 
and supporters of its policy. 

Yet theoretical freedom to publish 
what one thinks, even if it were not 
affected by war-time Defence Regula- | 
tions, would be of little use if one, 
could not bring the printed publication | 
before the public. Unfortunately, in 
various ways, our freedom today is 
limited in precisely that direction. 


“THIS MEANS YOU! 


This is an important matter to you, 
as a reader of Peace News. It means 
that upon you now falls part of the 
responsibility for seeing that this 
paper reaches those who might wish 
to read it. If we cannot get it dis- 
played in public to such an extent as 
was formerly the case, if we cannot 
advertise it in publications which for- 
merly gave us that facility, then we 
must rely to a greater extent upon our 
present readers to act as personal re- 
presentatives for the paper. \ 

By taking that responsibility seri- 
ously you can not only help our move- 
ment, but you can help us to preserve 
in some measure that freedom of ex- 
pression and freedom to read and con- 


sider the thoughts of others which is 
supposed to distinguish this country 
from avowedly totalitarian States. 


* * * 


To turn from theory to practice, here is 
this week’s sales hint: Follow up any likely 
contacts among ministera or church members. 
It is sometimes worth while for a reader 
to supply suitable people with a copy, at his 
own expense, for a few weeks on trial. Then 
they can be asked whether they would like 
to buy it for themselves in future. 

(Street-selling reports continue to come in 
to such an extent that to print them all 
would take too much space. But I shall still 
be vwery glad to hear from new sellers, as 
well as to learn of the progress of those 
already reported; and from time to time sum- 
maries will be given in this feature.) 


News of C.O.s 


The number of men of the 19 age- 
group who registered as conscientious 


objectors on Feb. 22 was 1,421, or 0.53 ; 


|ander Miller's “Inquest on Bombardment”, a 


per cent. of those who registered. 
This was 0.1 per cent. more than at 


the last registration, and brings the | 


total of such registrations to 56,160. 
It is particularly interesting that there 
should have been a larger proportion 
of COs of the youngest class than of 
the oldest so far registered—the 36’s. 
When Portsmouth Public Assistance Com- 
mittee wished ta discharge a relieving officer 
because He was a conscientious objector, the 
Ministry of Health refused their consent. 
Although the man, Mr. M. A. Leach, en- 


listed in the Army Pioneer Corps befure being | 


called vp and had now volunteered for bomb 
disposal wark, the committee recommended 
(Feb. 26) by eight votes to seven that his 
military pay should not be made up to his 
civil pay. 


If the article on Pacifist Service in a recent 
issue of Peace News aroused your interest in 


THE RELIEF SERVICE UNIT 


and you would like to help financially or other- 

wise, would you kindly communicate with 

The Secretary, The Relief Service Unit, 
Shaftesbury Hall. 


after eighteen months of totalitarian 
war, have not realized that while they 
are alive and doing ANY work, they 
are, in some degree, helping the war 
and are, in spite of themselves, “serv- 
ing’? I doubt if there are many, if 
any at all. 


The question is surely not, “To serve 
or not to serve’? but—“To serve 
as a condition of exemption from mili- 
tary service or not to serve?” It is 
a question that many COs are not 
clear on and, indeed, there can be no 
dogmatic answer. I believe that either 
view, if sincere, is in line with the 
pacifist spirit, but it is most essential 
that before facing a tribunal you are 
certain which course you think is the 
right one and what line you are going 
to take. I have often thought that 
Peace News might have some articles 
by leading writers setting forth the 
issues involved in the _ different 
decisions. 


To ask oneself the question about 
the wounded soldier and the cup 
of water does not help a lot. I doubt 
whether the PPU has one thorough- 
going water-withholder, when it comes 
to the point. (There are many who 
would not join the RAMC in order to 
be given the cup and the soldier, but 
that is a different thing.) 


To Mr. Harris’s question, “Does Re- 
lief Work Compromise Pacifism?’ one 
ean only say, “No” — but the price 
some are asked to pay before being 
allowed to do it might; and this is 
the problem that many are uncertain 
about. 


Incidentally, could Peace News set 
the example and call those who refuse 
alternative work while it is a condi- 
tion to military service “uncondi- 
tionalists”, which describes them, ih- 
stead of “absolutists” which does not? 

DEREK EDWARDS 

16 Liskeard Gardens, S8.E.3. 


“CHRISTIANITY 
— PACIFISM — 
SOCIALISM” 


HE need for a positive social philosophy 

is being more and more widely felt 
throughout the pacifist movement, and the 
sad consequences of its lack are indicated by 
the frequent contradictions in the statements 
submitted by applicants before the tribunals. 
If those who unite on the basis of non-partici- 
pation in war can find no more in common 
than that negative, then joint constructive 
effort will be extremely difficult, and progress 
will be all but impossible. 


It is the purpose of Peace Commentary to 
contribute to the development of pacifist 
thought, in the hope that it may assist in 
the difficult task before us. Each fortnight 
the editors camment upon current events in 
the light of Christian, pacifist, and socialist 
teaching, believing that the solution may well 
lie in a synthesis of the three. Occasional 
supplements give other points of view: Alex- 


pacifist account of the bombing of East Lon- 
don, is well known; readers, too, had their 
say recently; and John Middleton Murry will 
be contributing 2 special supplement shortly. 


The editors do not pretend that they have 
found the one and only answer to the pre- 
sent problem, but in the next issue they are 
submitting for thought and discussion a plan 
which may mett some immediate needs. Cri- 
ticisms and suggestions will be invited, and 
‘an attempt to correlate them will be made 
subsequently. Here is an opportunity for you 
to join in what may be a very important 
discussion for the future of our movement. 

Peace Commentary ia published fortnightly 
from la Eddystone Road, London, S.E.4, by 
W. J. S. N. Grindlay and Ronald H. Smith. 
The postal subscription rate is 3s. for six 


| 
Kerbey Street, Poplar, E. | 


months, and apecimen copies will gladly be 
sent on request. 


ic A. BROCK & Co, Ltd, 
463° HARROW Rd, LONDON, W.10 
Forjfall Printing & 
Stationery 
Orders a Speciality 
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Or not to Serve ? 


Last week R. W. Harris described 
the “absolutist” CO as one who re- 
fuses in any circumstances to give help 
to the victims of war, even to the ex- 
tent of thereby allowing a wounded 
soldier to die of thirst. It is just con- 
ceivable that a somewhat fanatical 
hater of war, who is not a mere ego- 
tist, might take this line; in practice 
such persons must surely be extremely 
rare. The idea that many of them 
exist is probably due to ill-considered 
answers given when under the fire of 


cross-questions from a hostile tribunal. 

Now in 1916-18 there were hardly any un- 
conditional exemptions among the 16,000 regis- 
tered COs, and an “absolutist’* was in effect a 
man who refused to purchase exemptfon or 
release from prison at the price of accepting 
compulsory work under Government dictation 
or contro]. Out of 6,000 men imprisoned there 
was a residue of 1,850 of these, most of the 
remainder having accepted work of a low 
economic value in semi-penal work-campg such 
as that on Dartmoor. 

In a rather wider sense, the absolutist was 
one whose objection to the Conscription Acts 
was so profound that he refused to recognize 
them, except as an opportunity for bearing 
witness to the pacifist faith before a tribunal, 
and in particular he would refuse to change 
his occupation at the dictation of a war- 
Government, moré especially as to do so often 
meant accepting a comparatively soft job and 
releasing anolher man for the fighting line. 

The situation is more complicated now, 
owing to the fact that the battlefront is in 
our streets and that the tentacles of the 
military machine have a much wider reach: 
but similar considerations apply. It is to be 
hoped that the term absolutist may retain its 
former meaning and not be applied to those 
exceptional persons who, whether for good 
reasons or bad. feel unable t. take part in the 
voluntary relief of fellow-citizens in distress 


owing to enemy action. 
A C.0. OF 1916 
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FOR SOCIALIST-PACIFISTS 


A PPEALING for the support of 
«those socialist pacifists interested 
in community who accept the argu- 
ment of Alexander Miller’s Pacifism. 
Revolution, and Community—i.e. that 
to identify ourselves with the workers’ 
movement is now the only realistic 
policy remaining for the pacifist move- 
ment—and who, furthermore, agree 
that as socialists we have, as an act 
of social justice, to accept a standard 
of living equivalent to the average 
standard of living of the whole com- 
munity, Clive Latimer (119 G Queen’s 
Buildings, Collinson Street, Borough 
Road, S.E.1) writes:— 


“I believe that not only have we to act 
justly in the economic field, we have a fur- 
ther obligation to understand the psychology 
of the working class. Only thus can we dis- 
cover what practical contribution pacifism can 
make to the worker’s struggle. To do this 
adequately we have to declass ourselves s0- 
cially as well as economically. 

“Yt envisage a group that accepts the ana- 
lysis of scientific socialism living and working 
in an orea in London where both the impact 
of the war and the socia] system can be studied 
in their most acute form. I propose that a 
group be formed consisting of between six 
and twelve people, some of whom would work 
at typical working class jobs (as far ag this 
was possible without doing direct war work). 
the remainder consisting of COs with condi- 
tional exemption working in various, branches 
of the ARP’ S€rvices. The aim would be to 
form a group “giving as comprehensive a pic- 
ture as possible of working class life. Any- 
one without previous experience can get work 
as a casual labourer, docker, warehouseman. 
milk roundsman, and a dozen other jobs. 

“The writer realizea that one factor which 
has kept many pacifists out of community is 
the need for personal privacy, and has no rigid 
ideas on the living arrangements of such a 
group. The details of the scheme are quite 
provisional and can only be finally worked 
out by a group accepting its basic principles.” 
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ACCOMMODATION 


COUPLE with cottage, Lake District, offer 
accommodation to man or couple as “‘evacua- 
tion partners’; walks, books, gardening; or 
would start small community; lovely spot. Box 
684, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

MIDDLE-AGED couple, pacifists, urgently 
require bungalow or small house unfurnished, 
country, comparative safety, account of health; 
moderate rent. Write T 493 Bexhill Rd., St. 
Leonard’s-on-Sea, Sussex. 

PACIFISTS WANTED to share furnished 
house with journalist, North London; very 
moderate cost; single people or married couple. 
Box 685, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

STUDENT C.O. requires accommodation in 
pacifist home in or near Loughborough; rea- 
sonable terms. Box 686, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


EDUCATIONAL 


LEARN to write and speak for peace anc 
human brotherhvad, harnessing artistic, imag 
inative, intuitive, and intellectual gifts, corres 
pondence lessons 5s. each—Dorothy Matthews 
B.A., 82 Primrose Hill Read, London, N.W.% 

YOUNG PROGRESSIVE COUPLE give 
friendly home, modern education, children 
(7-12); lovely country; £4 10s. monthly in- 
elusive. Young, B.A. (Cantab), Hollyside, 


AGRICULTURAL Contractor willing to 
teach tractor driving in exchange for services; 
applicant must have experience in cars or lor- 
ries; work available when proficient. 32 Regent 
St.. Leighton Buzzard, Beds. a 

C.O., 25, public school, desires agricultural 
or market gardening work, preferably East 
Midlands or North Wales; willing pay for 
board und work voluntarily until experienced. 
Box 687, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

PACIFIST ARTIST, 33, conditionally ex- 


empt, requires work nursery, market garden, 
etc.: practical experience and interest vege 
tables and frult; nominal remuneration; Herts 
or Sonth or West countries preferred. Box 679, 
Peace Newg, 3 Blackstock Rd,. N.4& r 

WANTED, Herefordshire, trained, experi- 
enced man to take complete charge small C.O. 
Community for subsistence wage. Box 683, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.A. 


LITERATURE &C. 


QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Re 
ligious Society of Friends, free on applicatior 
to the Friends’ Home Service Committee 
| Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.} 
| SEND 6d. for 24-page Esperanto text book, 
peace, Esperanto, and other stickers (for er- 
velope, etc.), printing samples, ete. W. J. 
Brigden, 232 Sellincourt Rd., S.W.17. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


COOK-HOUSEKEEPER, able to overcome 
wartime catering problems, wanted April, pro- 
gressive schoo] Surrey; education for one child 
and share life of young family if desired. 
Box 689, Peace News, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

LADY requires companion-help to share work 
moderm house and care of widowed mother. 
Write Miss Bradley, 7 Tubbenden Lane, Orp- 


ington, Kent. 
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SITUATIONS VACANT (Contd.) 


MARKET GARDENER, Carpenter, and Do- 
mestic Science Teacher, preferably with nars- 
ing experience, required for farm training 
colony; maintenance and small salary only. 
Apply International Commission, 10 Woburn 
Square, W.C.1. 

RAFFERTY’S Peace Fellowship Boarding 
House Cafe, Queens Rd., Farnborough, again 


seeks active, happy, homely couple manage- 
ment. 

REQUIRED, young mother’s help for boy of 
2; cheerful and even temperament; fond of 
country; wages; £1 weekly. Howell, 15 St. 
Aldate St., Gloucester. 

TYPIST required by accountants, North-west 
London; office experience an advantage, but 
not essential. Box 688, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

WE HAVE AN OPENING for a Motor 
Mechanic or improver at our St. Heleny garage. 
Apply, Refit Ltd., Gobowen, Salop. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


YOUNG MAN, exempt military service, re- 
quires evacuation work; wages for existence; 
previous experience. Box 682, Peace News. 
8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS: Food Reform; Veg- 
etarian Guest House; alt. 600ft; for happy 
holiday or restful recuperation; central) 
heating, h. and c. water in bedrooms. A. and 
K. 8. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Matlock. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

BUDDHIST and Theosophist Pacifist Fel- 
lowship. Will anyone interested in forming 
such a fellowship write to Vera Bingham, 
Sandhills Cottage, WormlIcy, Godalming. 

CYCLES. Britain’s best at £7 &s., carriage 
paid; every necessury accessory; even to ¢ycio- 
meter. Made by over 40 years’ established 
Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 
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Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
less does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised.) Contributions are wel- 
eomed, though no payment is made They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 


aide only of the paper should be used. They 
may not be returned unless a asatamped 
addressed envelope is enclosed. nor can We 
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owing to imereased cost of postage. 
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